such program codes to a computer, e.g., a storage medium storage such program codes, 
also constitute the present invention.— 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 to 3, 10 and 1 1 to read as follows. A marked-up 
copy of Claims 1 to 3, 10 and 11, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. Note that 
all claims currently pending in this application, including those not presently being 
amended, have been reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 
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1\ (Amended) An image pickup method for increasing an apparent 
lamic range of\a video signal by synthesizing a single image from a plurality of images 
sequentially picked up at different exposure amounts, wherein a motion vector of a video 
signal is detected, and if the detection result indicates that the motion vector is larger than a 
predetermined threshold value, image synthesization is not performed, and a respective 
single image which is not synthesized is produced. 



2. (Amended) An image pickup method for increasing an apparent 
dynamic range of a video signal by synthesizing a single image from a plurality of images 
sequentially picked up at different exposure amounts, comprising: 

a motion vectoA detecting step of detecting a motion vector between 
corresponding pixels in the plurality of images; 
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:di 



a vecfc 



vector detected in said 



difference detecting step of detecting a difference between a motion 
motion vector detecting step and a motion vector between the 



difference detecting ste: 



plurality of images; 

a comparison step of comparing the detection result of said vector 

with a predetermined threshold value; and 
a syntheslzation inhibiting step of inhibiting image synthesization if the 
comparison result in said! motion vector comparison step is larger than the predetermined 
threshold value, wherein a respective single image which is not synthesized is produced. 



3. (Amended) An image pickup method for increasing an apparent 
dynamic range of a video signal by synthesizing a single image from a plurality of images 
sequentially picked up at different exposure amounts, comprising: 

a motion vector detecting step of detecting a motion vector between 
corresponding pixels in the plurality of images; 

a vector difference detecting step of detecting a difference between a motion 
vector detected in said motion vec\or detecting step and a motion vector between the 
plurality of images; 

a comparison step of dpmparing the detection result of said vector 
difference detecting step with a predetermined threshold value; 

a coordinate converting step of performing a coordinate conversion of the 
plurality of images in correspondence with an image shift caused by a time difference 
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when the plurality of images are picked up, if the comparison result at said motion vector 
comparison step is smaller than they predetermined threshold value: and 

an image synthesizing step of synthesizing the plurality of images with the 
image shift corrected at said coordinate converting step, into a single image, if the 
comparison result at said motiom vector comparison is larger than the predetermined 
threshold, wherein said image synthesizing step is inhibited and a respective single image 
which is not synthesized is produced if the comparison result at said motion vector 
comparison is smaller than t Me predetermined threshold. 

4. An image pickup method according to claim 1, wherein a shutter 
speed is changed in order to change the exposure amount. 

5. An image pickup method according to claim 2, wherein a shutter 
speed is changed in order to change the exposure amount. 

6. An image pickup method according to claim 3, wherein a shutter 
speed is changed in order to change the exposure amount. 

7. An image pickup method according to claim 1, wherein an iris is 
changed at high speed in order to change the exposure amount. 
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8. An image pickup method according to claim 2, wherein an iris is 
changed at high speed in order to change the exposure amount. 



9. An image pickup method according to claim 3, wherein an iris is 
changed at high speed in order to change the exposure amount. 




\Z Fy \ (Amended) An image pickup apparatus in which an apparent 

y 

dynap?nc range of a ^ideo signal is increased by synthesizing a single image from a 
plurality of images sequentially picked up at different exposure amounts, comprising: 

motion ypctor detecting means for detecting a motion vector of the video 

signal; 

comparisonVneans for comparing a detection result by said motion vector 
detecting means with a predetermined threshold value; and 

synthesization inhibiting means for inhibiting image synthesization if the 
comparison result by said comparison means is larger than the predetermined threshold 
value, while a respective single image which is not synthesized is produced. 



1 1 . (Amended) \ An image pickup apparatus in which an apparent 
dynamic range of a video signal is increased by synthesizing a single image from a 
plurality of images sequentially pickecttup at different exposure amounts, comprising: 

motion vector detecting means for detecting a motion vector between 
corresponding pixels in the plurality of images; 
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comparison 
difference detecting means 



vector difference detecting means for detecting a difference between a 
motion vector detected by sap motion vector detecting means and a motion vector between 
the plurality of images; 

neans for comparing the detection result by said vector 
with a predetermined threshold value; 
coordinate Converting means for performing a coordinate conversion of the 
plurality of images in correspondence with an image shift caused by a time difference 

s are picked up, if the comparison result by said motion vector 
comparison means is smaller than the predetermined threshold value; and 

image synthesizing means for synthesizing the plurality of images with the 
image shift corrected by said coordinate converting means, into a single image, if the 
comparison result at said mojion vector comparison is larger than the predetermined 
threshold, wherein image syiithesization by said image synthesizing means is inhibited 
while a respective single imaj e which is not synthesized is produced if the comparison 

parison is smaller than the predetermined threshold. 



when the plurality of imag 



result at said motion vector o 
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12. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 10, wherein a shutter 
speed is changed in order to change the exposure amount. 



13. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 11, wherein a shutter 
speed is changed in order to change the exposure amount. 
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